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(2)(B) of subsection (e) of section 311 of the Legislative 
Branch Appropriations Act, 1991 [2 U.S.C. 59e(e)(1)(A), 
(2)(B)], plus an amount equal to the amount permitted 
to be transferred to the former Official Mail Allowance 
under paragraph (3) of that subsection. 

SEC. 2. The Committee on House Oversight shall have 
authority to prescribe regulations to carry out this res-
olution. 

COMMITTEE ORDER NO. 42 

Resolved, that pursuant to 2 U.S.C. § 57 and 2 U.S.C. 
§ 59e, the Committee hereby orders that: 

Sec. 1 Effective January 3, 1999 the amount available 
within the Members’ Representational Allowance for 
franked mail with respect to a session of Congress shall 
not be limited by subsection (b) of Committee Order 
No. 41. 

Sec. 2 The Committee on House Oversight shall have 
the authority to prescribe regulations to carry out this 
resolution. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

For establishment of Members’ Representational Al-
lowance, see section 57b of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 57a of this title. 

§ 57a. Limitation on allowance authority of Com-
mittee on House Oversight 

(a) In general 

An order under the provision of law specified 
in subsection (c) of this section may fix or ad-
just the allowances of the House of Representa-
tives only by reason of— 

(1) a change in the price of materials, serv-
ices, or office space; 

(2) a technological change or other improve-
ment in office equipment; or 

(3) an increase under section 5303 of title 5 in 
rates of pay under the General Schedule. 

(b) Resolution requirement 

In the case of reasons other than the reasons 
specified in paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of sub-
section (a) of this section, the fixing and adjust-
ment of the allowances of the House of Rep-
resentatives in the categories described in the 
provision of law specified in subsection (c) of 
this section may be carried out only by resolu-
tion of the House of Representatives. 

(c) Provision specified 

The provision of law referred to in subsections 
(a) and (b) of this section is section 57 of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 94–440, title II, § 101, Oct. 1, 1976, 90 Stat. 
1448; Pub. L. 104–186, title I, § 103, Aug. 20, 1996, 
110 Stat. 1720.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The General Schedule, referred to in subsec. (a)(3), is 
set out under section 5332 of Title 5, Government Orga-
nization and Employees. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on House Resolution No. 1372, § 1, 
Ninety-fourth Congress, July 1, 1976, which was enacted 
into permanent law by Pub. L. 94–440. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, section consisted of subsecs. (a) and (b) 
relating to limitations on authority of the Committee 
on House Administration to fix and adjust allowances. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-
tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 57 of this title. 

§ 57b. Representational allowance for Members 
of House of Representatives 

(a) In general 

There is established for the House of Rep-
resentatives a single allowance, to be known as 
the ‘‘Members’ Representational Allowance’’, 
which shall be available to support the conduct 
of the official and representational duties of a 
Member of the House of Representatives with re-
spect to the district from which the Member is 
elected. 

(b) Merger 

The Clerk Hire Allowance, the Official Ex-
penses Allowance, and the Official Mail Allow-
ance, as in effect on the day before September 1, 
1995, are merged into the Members’ Representa-
tional Allowance. 

(c) ‘‘Member of the House of Representatives’’ de-
fined 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘Member of 
the House of Representatives’’ means a Rep-
resentative in, or a Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress. 

(d) Regulations 

The Committee on House Oversight of the 
House of Representatives shall have authority 
to prescribe regulations to carry out this sec-
tion. 

(e) Effective date 

This section shall take effect on September 1, 
1995 and shall apply with respect to official and 
representational duties carried out on or after 
that date. 

(Pub. L. 104–186, title I, § 101, Aug. 20, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1719.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 57b, Pub. L. 104–53, title III, § 314, Nov. 
19, 1995, 109 Stat. 538, provided that, effective Sept. 1, 
1995, Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives had authority to combine House of Rep-
resentatives Clerk Hire Allowance, Official Expenses 
Allowance, and Official Mail Allowance into single al-
lowance, to be known as the ‘‘Members’ Representa-
tional Allowance’’ and to prescribe regulations relating 
to allocations, expenditures, and other matters with re-
spect to Members’ Representational Allowance. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-
tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

For establishment of Members’ Representational Al-
lowance, see Committee Order No. 41, set out as a note 
under section 57 of this title. 
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§ 58. Mail, telegraph, telephone, stationery, office 
supplies, and home State office and travel ex-
penses for Senators 

(a) Authorization for payment from Senate con-
tingent fund 

The contingent fund of the Senate is made 
available for payment (including reimburse-
ment) to or on behalf of each Senator, upon cer-
tification of the Senator, for the following ex-
penses incurred by the Senator and his staff: 

(1) telecommunications equipment and serv-
ices subject to such regulations as may be pro-
mulgated by the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration of the Senate; 

(2)(A) stationery and other office supplies 
procured for use for official business, and 

(B) metered charges for use of copying equip-
ment provided by the Sergeant at Arms and 
Doorkeeper of the Senate; 

(3)[(A) Repealed. Pub. L. 101–520, title I, § 11, 
Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 2260] (B) postage on, and 
fees and charges in connection with official 
mail matter sent through the mail other than 
the franking privilege upon certification by 
the Senate Sergeant at Arms and subject to 
such regulations as may be promulgated by 
the Committee on Rules and Administration, 
and (C) costs incurred in the preparation of re-
quired official reports, and the acquisition of 
mailing lists to be used for official purposes, 
and in the mailing, delivery, or transmitting 
of matters relating to official business; 

(4) official office expenses incurred (other 
than for equipment and furniture and expenses 
described in paragraphs (1) through (3)) for an 
office in his home State; 

(5) expenses incurred for publications print-
ed or recorded in any way for auditory and vis-
ual use (including subscriptions to books, 
newspapers, magazines, clipping, and other in-
formation services); 

(6) subject to the provisions of subsection (e) 
of this section, reimbursement of travel ex-
penses incurred by the Senator and employees 
in his office; 

(7) expenses incurred for additional office 
equipment and services related thereto (but 
not including personal services), in accordance 
with regulations promulgated by the Commit-
tee on Rules and Administration of the Sen-
ate; 

(8) charges officially incurred for recording 
and photographic services and products; and 

(9) such other official expenses as the Sen-
ator determines to be necessary. 

Payment under this section shall be made only 
upon presentation of itemized vouchers for ex-
penses incurred and, in the case of expenses paid 
or reimbursed under paragraphs (6) and (9), only 
upon presentation of detailed itemized vouchers 
for such expenses. Vouchers presented for pay-
ment under this section shall be accompanied by 
such documentation as is required under regula-
tions promulgated by the Committee on Rules 
and Administration of the Senate. No payment 
shall be made under paragraph (4) or (9) for any 
expense incurred for entertainment or meals. 

(b) Limits for authorized expenses; recalculation 
formula 

(1)(A) Except as is otherwise provided in the 
succeeding paragraphs of this subsection and 

subject to subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, 
the total amount of expenses authorized to be 
paid to or on behalf of a Senator under this sec-
tion shall not exceed for calendar year 1977 or 
any calendar year thereafter an amount equal to 
one-half of the sum of the amounts authorized 
to be paid under this section on the day before 
August 5, 1977, to or on behalf of both of the Sen-
ators from the State which he represents, in-
creased by an amount equal to twenty percent 
thereof and rounded to the next higher multiple 
of $1,000. 

(B) In the event that the term of office of a 
Senator begins after the first month of any such 
calendar year or ends (except by reason of death, 
resignation, or expulsion) before the last month 
of any such calendar year, the aggregate amount 
available to such Senator for such year shall be 
the aggregate amount computed under para-
graph (1) of this subsection, divided by 12, and 
multiplied by the number of months in such 
year which are included in the Senator’s term of 
office, counting any fraction of a month as a full 
month. 

(2)(A) In the case of the period which com-
mences January 1, 1988, and ends September 30, 
1988, the total of— 

(i) the expenses paid to or on behalf of a Sen-
ator under this section for such period, plus 

(ii) the aggregate amount of gross compensa-
tion which is paid to employees in the office of 
such Senator for such period (as determined 
for purposes of section 61–1(d) of this title), 

shall not exceed the aggregate of— 
(iii) subject to subparagraph (B), an amount 

equal to 75 percent of the amount of the au-
thorized expenses under this section for the 
calendar year ending December 31, 1987, as de-
termined in the case of a Senator, who rep-
resents the State which such Senator rep-
resents, whose term of office included all of 
such calendar year, plus 

(iv) the amount by which (I) the aggregate of 
the gross compensation which may be paid to 
employees in the office of such Senator for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 1988, pursuant 
to the limitations imposed by section 61–1(d) 
of this title (as determined without regard to 
paragraph (1)(B) thereof), exceeds (II) the ag-
gregate amount of gross compensation which 
is paid to employees in the office of such Sen-
ator for that part of such fiscal year which 
precedes January 1, 1988. 

(B) In the event that the term of office of a 
Senator begins after the first month of the pe-
riod which commences January 1, 1988, and ends 
September 30, 1988, or ends (except by reason of 
death, resignation, or expulsion) before the last 
month of such period, the amount computed 
pursuant to subparagraph (A)(iii) of this para-
graph (but before application of this subpara-
graph) shall be recalculated as follows: such 
amount, as computed under subparagraph 
(A)(iii) of this paragraph, shall be divided by 9, 
and multiplied by the number of months in such 
period which are included in the Senator’s term 
of office, counting any fraction of a month as a 
full month. 

(3)(A) In the case of the fiscal year beginning 
October 1, 1988, or any fiscal year thereafter, the 
total of— 


